Consequently, they are not assigned to any of the recognized diarrheagenic groups of E. coli: EPEC, ETEC, enterohemorrhagic E. coli, enteroinvasive E. coli, EAggEC, and diffusely adhering E. coli. According to the PCR method of Yamamoto et al. (2) , however, the organisms possessed the EAST1 gene.
To our knowledge, this is the first report of an outbreak caused by EAST1-producing E. coli that did not have other well-characterized virulence genes. We believe that these strains should be assigned to a new subgroup of ETEC. Such strains would not be detected in most current surveys for diarrheagenic E. coli, as tests for EAST1 are rarely included. The role of EAST1 in pathogenicity has been controversial. We propose that diarrheal specimens be examined for EAST1-producing E. coli so that the distribution of these organisms worldwide can be determined.
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Vibrio cholerae Outbreak in Italy
To the Editor: On 16 June, the microbiology unit of the Hospital of Lodi communicated to the local public health unit that Vibrio cholerae had been isolated and identified by standard biochemical tests in stool samples of an outpatient whose
